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Geneva Bernard, one of our —~ Mr. Fowkes joins us at the Senior
promising young violinists, School to direct the summer
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:Itélian violins are renowned for their exc
" craftsmanship and unique sound. The traditions of
§ making in Italy, which began in the 16th century,
% produced some of the most celebrated instrume
#Whistory, with masters like Antonio Stradivari and Ni
¥ Amati setting the standard.

‘~";A;" hese instruments are prized, for their tonal qual
,‘.‘ao and historical significance, making them h
W8 sought-after by musicians and collectors. Italian vi
‘ \‘ epresent a pinnacle of musical instrument craftsma
418 Combining artistic beauty | with exceptional aco
Jgualities. Their legacy continues to inspire musician
. -Collectors worldwide. Some violins are 400 years old,
2y is a testament to how the craftsmanship has lasted
i egrading. Many renowned violin makers called Italy h
mona specifically being known as the world's cap
® violin making, followed by Brescia, Maples, Milan, V.
" ‘and Mantua. |

“w .t Antonio Strédivari was born in 1644 and died in 1737
hat they play : | ‘f :

TR A
ln"‘ ts andyv years old. He was an ltalian luthier and a craftsm
ol 348 : 11 |} string instruments such as violins, cellos, guitars, viola:
edietti -was recognised as a child whem,rns  He is estimated to have produced 1,116 instru

IDWXUHG RQ %ULWDLOWAKRUKOGTIONeAMMS b hhichVosd Yl

1 85timated value of these violins is approximately s

usician. She was presented with an OBE in t
012 Queen's Birthday Honours for services
usic. She was presented with her award by H.
he Queen at an investiture in Buckingham
2alace,on the 21 November 2012. She plays a
757 Giovanni Battista Guadagnini violin Bt |

&4
1144

igel Kennedy 2 Performs classical and jazz music.
As well as playing several customised 5-string Notable Pieces

'.Iectric violins, Nigel Kennedy plays a violin mad&he | ark Ascending by Vaughan Williams was inspired
¥ 'in 1732 by the great violin maker, Carlo Bergonzyy, 5 hoem by George Meredith. It uses English folk styles
of Cremona. ; to paint a picture of the British countryside.

Maxim Vengerov 2 He is a violinist and conductor. gchinglers List by John Williams is the theme of a 1993,

Classic FM radio has called him ‘one of the greateghc historical drama which features an iconic solo violin
violinists in the world." He plays a Strad|V|ousme|ody_

violin.

Vivaldi Four Seasons A group of four violin concertos by

Augustin Hadilch 2 He is a classical violinist from antanig Vivaldi. Each concerto gives musical expression to
ltaly and Germany. He plays a Guarneri del GesUga50ns of the year.

violin. He previously played the Kiesewetter
Stradivarius violin.

J.S. Bach Concerto for two violins. This a unique baroque
violin concerto which features two solo parts.
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Pictur ed above : Poster by Valentino Avraamides F.1



Peter and the Wolf : By Toyosi Aruna
From the F.1 topic:
D XMFZ KLFK WDRKHY DERKWP XMEF - Credits above: Jaiden Cela F.1
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Lower Shumniaoncer

By Mrs. Bowman

There is something uniquely special about our Lower Prep.

School Summer Concert. It is not just the music 3 though that
was certainly impressive 3 but the sense of shared achievement

WKDW ILOOV WKH FKXUFK RQ WKH QLJKW

exception, when pupils from Pre-Prep to Upper Transitus came
together to celebrate a year of musical growth. The result was an
evening full of warmth, confidence and genuine delight.

A number of pupils stepped forward for solo performances.
These moments are always full of pure joy at whichever level is
displayed - be it a delicate piano piece, a bold vocal solo or a
confident violin performance - each child showed courage and
individuality. For some, it was their first time performing alone;
for others, it was a chance to demonstrate how far they have
come with their study. Every soloist received warm applause,
and rightly so 3 their hard work and dedication shone through.

For me though, my proudest moments are hearing each year-
group perform together, be it singing or in their instrumental
groups. When | see and hear pupils singing together with
enthusiasm and confidence, it cannot help but put a smile on
my face because it is a reminder of how music builds
community 3 every voice contributing something essential.

As the final ensemble brought the evening to a close, | was filled
with a sense of pride. The summer concert showcased not only
WKH FKLOGUHQ:-V WDOHQW EXW DOVR
love of music. It was a wonderful reminder of what young
musicians can achieve when they are encouraged, challenged
and given the chance to shine.

Every year, | see the concert as a marker of progress and it is a

WKHLU UHVLOLHQFH

/IDVW \HDU:V FRQFHUW ZDV QR

WHDPZRUN DQC

MR\ WR ZDWFK DQG FHOHEUDWH HDFK FKLOG:V PXVLFDO MRXUQH\ $ KXJH

well done to every performer 3 you made the school proud.



Slaramanandi: $ 6b -|*A>XELZL<Z Z+...OM \

Amazing, so you are a musician! What do you play?
| play theviolin and | am currently working on Grade4.

What made you want to have your own lessons? What or who inspired y@aata?

| receireda gift frommy uncle for onelessonat the London Schod of violin. | redly enjoyed
thepiecs that the texchergaveme. It mademe feéd ecsatic.

:KDW LV OLIH OLNH IRU VRPH ZKR OLNHV PXWF GRVBW VARKKRRU" +RZ PXFK PXVL
/am in thesahod orcthestra and | usedlfo dothreeyears of violin with Mr. Robinson at scha@l. /
alsoplay in the church for concets.

Do you have a favourite piece? When did you last play in a concert?

0| IDRXUMIHHIRSD LVY ONHR ,AHA 6 KXW 5 DVMNCU 7KH@WHP H, SDl H5 LQ D
FROFHWZ DV | RJWIH\XP P RUDAHP KD  DWIH WHHRRD EXW [P DORGXHIRSD W6 W-LP WV
Church.

How do you keep motivated and on top of your practice?
Whil st it is hard to keepmotivatad, it Is very enjoyable to gay, so ths balancesewenthing aut.

Do you think Music is important in school?
/ do thin k that music is important in schod, beause eerybody can be apart of it.

Do you have any funny musical stories?

JRIXQ , RVPHRL | YIRID) COGWLYP DNWHHI BRA GOORH

Rosaliseshaikh :

Hi Rosalise... What musical instrument do you play?
| daythepiancandthevidin
What made you want to have your own lessons? What inspired you to learn?

My numexuagd meopaythedanopuiny frien Gesaingpired meolearn theidin.

:KDW ZRXOG \RX VD\ OLIH LV OLNH IRU PRXVEED®R/ \RW 6WR" -RKQ: V" +RZ PXFK

, KDF\ERPAIFGXRYDZHINDS, DIRKDH\RPHHWID PAIFFOEY $V6 W-RQV ZHINV
topaticimtein dhdar, mecthary dub adetra andidin dub Wecanakowitearticks for
theshd mecmagmewhie iswhyearehed

How do you keep motivated and on top of practice?
| gé etra pock nogy ard a magureif | plgy thepiandora whiewek. | nezd nondivatio toplaytheidinasl likeit
tomuh!

Do you think Music is important in school?

Yes asmacislinked with othaulpats likemathsMuscis vey maheatial.

How do you make time for practice?

Yau st agoal forowsdf, wian youdveexhd youdaily gal, youangieyorsdf ravads

Do you have any funny musical stories?

One ny Dad hadlaacs @ meca D\Ds that hewardl to shav me We s¢ sove tine towath then tuttha | realisd
' DB \KGOQWDHD' 9 SDHUu 18



6b -|eA >XELZL<Z Z+...OM \
|sabellaLewis: $ | ’ ‘

Great, so you are a musician! Which instruments do you play?
1 play the gano ard the vblin. | am in the Pien Zhool Chair and | have recently joinedthe £hool orchesra

What made you want to have your own lessons? What or who inspired you to learn?

My mum inspired me to lean initially aswelove music in our family. | then wantedto have my own lessons after | sawmy
nephewplay the gano in a concert.

Do you have a favourite piece? When did you last perform?

My favourite piece is called Fur Efse, by Ludwig van Beethoven. It isthought to be apiece which Beethoven wrote in honour of
DWXGHRI ZKRP KHUWHIOGHG YHY P XFK , UHAHOWD S HG 00 DABAMRQOR DYHY /0P RXVSHAH AP Y DEOP SOOHD DYWH
ChrigmasCaro/ Concert (pictured below).

How do you keep motivated to practise?

I love d/ the piecesthat | play and this makescoming to the parno very natural. Therefore,
/ do not have aproblem going to pradise.

Do you have any funny musical stories?

7KHSUHH) XU QHRWD FX\A/DBVIR FRAXRQ BHXVHQRERG VWXIHZKR [ GH
[FACD 1V $ QHD WRY [VWIVWZ D/DP (WENHE] 6H-MRYHDVDXMIAZ KR P [WRRN
WHARYHDVUHIID FDGKOQEZ UAQ) LGP [WHG WOYWH SIHRHZ D/TRAXOD P HIQWRU
\RP HRA DG -7KHHF

FEliCity Fang:

Hi Felicity! Which instruments do you play?
, *O<h f10 L<Q[ <QM f10 PX@O

What made you want to have your own lessons? What inspired you to learn

;12 , ZDa £EPjxW , O<CHM W[ £-QR V[ >XmS fKDb >h >]Y
FKeXsKb , ,Ke..OM 5H<¢Z f10 L<Q[ 710 PX@O DpxW , —XVb
ZQ@HM W[ 5H<¢Z Lb >1?2p0Q <QM V[ fFKDb F<70 8°[b

:KDW LV PXVLFDO OLIH OLNH DW 6W KRR@-'V :KDW PXVLF GR \RX GR DW VF

OXELK Db 6b sg+Za <HD*H“..W <QM o+"—-QR ,Z 5H?V+Qa DO
‘Lf1° 5H<@Z jJE*Xb Kef W[ «O<ch f10 §L]™—-2 W[ £-QR + DO K<CO
5H?VeQa 5Hc<¢@-QR jE*Xb TT'>'Qb Vo%5Ha 7 >XELK

Do you have a favourite piece? When did you last play in a concert?

Oh I<Ye/¢L@O Z2HSO0@ -C* f10 ORVbek @BatyKeC'Z /DVb ea—70 , *OcFHM —Z H F*Q *(
-Z 6'S@‘z)"" , ™Mu40 feLa 2H*O )HF«<X?0O , LOM Lb DFZ;]UD@p ™h +HVZ¢u)Ha +tKDb
Ve7Hfe—QR <OM f1°'Z led <>0 a¢2a—QR W[ LOM Lb

How do you keep motivated to practise?

pxW , TQef fKDbL L@, GRPEaL?0 >H”...Ocsb™hHbh Zoeh )O=‘" 6[ , Pj40 £/>0 W[ UDFealL
Gch

Do you think music is important in school?

, fe—{V >XELK La —>S[+<Qb - Z VmMKR/W )HF<X?0 Lb @HDm1Ha led Kef W[ ‘ceM+h <QM

Do you have any funny musical stories to share?

:1'Z , ZDa UDFolL£-QR L<Q[ Db K70 , R( W[ f10 LQjW Z)O <«QM ™T3HM >h K<QGa
F1'Y Ge'Z |+ H «UcPDalK La@l,S +Xb f1'Z, Fese5H@p™h >LV?HM f10 4'la <M Fc70
C' f10 HGOO 7 f10 L<Q[ —-QV@HDM

19



20Instrumental TeacherlNtro ductio ns:

s$W 6W -RKQ-V ZH RIIHU LOVWUXPHQWDO OHVVRQV LQ D YDULHWItRI GL
Violin, Viola, Guitar, Bouzouki, Cello and Double Bass.

THVVRQV RFFXU DW VHW WLPHV GXULQJ WKH VFBERR @ GRDL
Teachers schedule music lessons on rotation and keep an open dialogue with parents, ensuring
LV D FOHDU OLQH RI! FRPPXQLFDWLRQ@ WR PDLQWDLQ VWD
outside school is an option to consider, however, it is our belief that learning a musical instrum
should be accessible to all, so if you do choose to learn in school, we are able to ofeamyaf a t

vetted and experienced instrumental specialists who work with the school to raise the sfandarc
PXVLFDO OHDUQLQJ DQG DFWLYHO|l HQFRXUDJH SDUWLFLSD

Mrs. Chetiag

Catherine Cheung is an experienced piano teacher with over ten years of
teaching behind her. She enjoys helping students of all levels de velop their
skills, whether they are playing for fun or working towards exams a nd
performances.

Before becoming a teacher full time, Catherine had a successful career as both a

pianist and composer. She was awarded BBC Young Composer of the Year an d

has performed at renowned venues such as the Royal Festival Hal |, Purcell
Room,and 6W -DPHV:.-V 3DODFH 6K RoyaVCHliede ldfidMuBigy wiereH
VKH FRPSOHWHG ERWK KHU %DFKHORU:-V DQG OBVWH
prestigious award.

&DWKHULQH:-V WHDFKLQJ VW\OH LV DSSURDFKDEOH DQC
lessons enjoyable and helping students play with confidence. She is passionate
about helping young musicians explore a wide range of music, from classical

music to film scores and beyond.

Mr. RIVieb&ble Bass, Cello, Piano

OU 5LYLqUH FDPH WR WHDFKLQJ DW 6W -RKQ:V IRXWBOHMRLQLQJ XV DQG SOD\
bass for our Upper School Christmas Concerts. For many years, we knew him  as a

talented and versatile orchestral musician, but he is also a phenomenally t  alented

jazz musician, playing with our previous drum kit teacher Mr. Hale, in the

f5HLVV (OOLV %HFNOHV *URXS:- DQG T)DPLO\ %DQG - OU 5LYLqUH WRXUV DQG
within the industry as a pianist cellist, Double Bassist and composer. Wit hin his

performing work Mr. Riviére has received accolades from the likes of BBC Ra  dio

3 and Jazz FM. Mr. Riviére therefore not only has the performance ped igree to

inspire the next generation of our young musicians, but he also w rites music

and is able to share first-hand experience of the music industry - sharing his

ZRQGHUIXO H[SHULHQFHV RI SOD\LQJ VRPH MIO]IWEKBGFRXQWU\-V IDYRXULWH
performance pieces.

OU 5LYLHUH FXUUHQWO\ WHDFKHV SLDQR DW &6W WRKRKQ -V EXW KDV RSHQLQJV
cello and double bass - two highly interesting instruments which provide the
bass of the orchestra and share some of the job of the rhythm section. As a
department which specialises in stringed instruments, being able to learn wit h
Mr. Riviere is an ideal opportunity and opening to learning something truly
unigue and amazing. As an added incentive, being larger and lower pitched
instruments, the Cello and Double Bass are more forgiving - more likely
sounding great from the very beginning and can also be played with some  very
exciting slap and plucking effects which are particular to these instruments.
Playing the double bass also is a route towards playing the electric bas s, which
is essential within band ensemble playing, modern jazz, funk and pop music.



AUTU MN
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MUSIC TEAAND RECITAL

A W WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI
promotes and marks what we do in the Music
Department with a Music Tea for parents. This is to
showcase our up-and-coming young stars and also to give
our instrumental teachers a platform to demonstrate
what they do alongside a selection of their pupils. It is a
most valued event and a huge opportunity for parents
and teachers to network together - establishing
connections with one another and for us to share crucial
advice, such as where to purchase an instrument, music
and which equipment to buy. As a National Nurturing

VFKRRO DQG ZLWK RXU IRFXV WKLV \H

able to empathise completely with the theme of the year
and encourage these strengths within the pupils through
their practice, performance and exam preparation by
giving them a taste of what it is to practise regularly and
show commitment, followed by the joys received from a

job well done! Following the Music Tea, we hold a recital
HYHU\ VFKRRANg) Widd takés\place RKIQ:0 in our Senior School

Hall. The evening event is where the true performing lies

and pupils need to audition for slots to play. Both events

DUH IRUPDO 6W -RKQ:-V SHUIRUPDQFI
children and adults are always treated to drinks and
refreshments by Mr. Tardios afterwards, the happiness

from which fosters an incentive to work hard and commit

to what they are studying for.

Performing opportunities are so very valuable for our
young musicians, so that they can learn the craft of
erforming on stage, even down to somethinghsimple as
ngwiﬁthoﬂtgk% aLbcc))vlv.'-‘t%gsHbécgmHe sDquJprising how
many young musicians do not have this opportunity in
other schools, however it becomes very evident each time
we stage one of these events at how much the standard

improves with the right education and encouragement!
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Benjamin Britten by George Fish
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